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Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the small room of the Imperial Hall Epworth on 

Tuesday February 7th 2017 at 7pm.   
 

The Chairman advised everyone present of the fire evacuation process should it be required and 

the clerk signed the regulation forms. 

  

Public Participation session: Residents are invited to give their views and question the Town 

Council on issues on this agenda or, issues for future consideration. (Members of the public are 

reminded that each presentation should take no more than three minutes). 

Peter Barnard addressed the council in support of the grant application for Epworth Music Day; 

confirmed as 24th June 2017. Confirming that they would be looking for stewards on the day he 

asked that anyone interested should contact him or John Lambert. 

Mr S Flower advised the council of anti-social behaviour issues resulting from the Ivy Andrew 

derelict site; site an eye-sore, behaviour a nuisance, danger to those involved. Police informed. 

Diocese responsibility, made aware of problems request to council to pressurise Diocese to act 

on complaints and demolish buildings as security fencing inadequate.  

The Chairman suggested that Ward Councillors should be informed and that issue would be re-

introduced to the Neighbourhood Action Team. 

 

To receive Andy Tate, Operations Manager (Localities) Highways & Neighbourhood 

Services, North Lincolnshire Council.  

Mr Tate introduced himself explaining that his position had been created as a result of a merger 

between Highways and Neighbourhood Services. His responsibilities include Highways 

Maintenance, risk management and adherence to codes of practice; grounds maintenance 

including road verges and litter including fly tipping. Communication with his team via the Ward 

Officer Steve Wadsley and two area managers Mick Johnson and his assistant Steve Taylor. Mr 

Tate is compiling a calendar of major events (such as the Music Day) for which additional bin 

emptying can be organised. Mr Tate spoke of the “Great British Spring Clean” as litter blights 

the countryside, he aims to double the number of volunteers and quantity of rubbish collected 

above that collected last year and sustain the initiative using community pay-back offenders.   

The Chairman thanked Mr Tate for his attendance and presentation. 

 

Members of the public then left the meeting. 

 

The following statement was taken as read: 

This Council supports the rights of anyone to record this meeting but advises that anyone 

so recording cannot disrupt the meeting by means of the recording and expresses hope that 

the person (or persons) carrying out the recording have obtained the necessary legal 

advice, for themselves, to ensure they understand the rights of any member of the public 

who may be present who do not wish to be filmed or recorded. 

 

01.02.17 To record the Names of Members Present. Cllr Baker presiding: 

Cllrs: Harm, Miemczyk, Mitchell, Pattison, Pearce, Truelove, Whittaker and Wilson. 

 

02.02.17 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Stewart and Robinson 

Cllrs Johnson and Ludbrook were not present. 
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Also in attendance the clerk C Maguire 

 

03.02.17 To receive Declarations of Interest by any member of the Council in respect of the 

agenda items listed below. Members declaring interests should identify the agenda item and type 

of interest being declared. (Localism Act 2011 Code of Conduct). 

Cllr Whittaker personal interest item 20(b) grant application The Old Rectory 

 

04.02.17 To note dispensations given to any member in respect to items on the agenda 

(Localism Act 2011 and the Code of Conduct). None requested. 

 

05.02.17 To receive the Chairman’s Announcements (for information only).  

The Chairman announced that he was sorry to hear that at the last meeting when there was time 

to discuss Standing Orders, the item had to be deferred and fully endorsed the enclosure the clerk 

had included with the agenda to bring materials already circulated; it is important that all 

councillors should be aware of the agenda and paperwork before the meeting in case the clerk 

needs to be contacted because something cannot be found. That is the reason material is 

circulated well in advance of the meeting. 

The Localism Act 2011 reference the Register of Interests (Change of Interests) form enclosed 

with the meeting pack is for use if any information has changed. North Lincolnshire Council has 

requested that all councillors should inform a.s.a.p. of any relevant changes; if in doubt please 

consult with the clerk. 

Once again we have a very full agenda so the Chairman asked all councillors to be concise in 

their contributions. 

 

06.02.17 To receive the Ward Councillor’s Report (for information only). Not present. 

 

07.02.17 To receive the Clerk’s Report (for information only). 
St Andrew’s Church Wesley Grave project: Mr Rose telephoned (7th February) to say that apart from 
some minor landscaping the project is now complete.  Application for some “contingency” payments 
scheduled. 
Turbary Road: North Lincolnshire Council have approved the works carried out in 2016 and have put the 
invoice for £1000.00 (one thousand pounds) forward for payment. Formal letter of agreement for 
“scope of works” in future to be negotiated. 
Field Reeves meres: following a meeting between The Field Reeves and Tim Allen of North Lincolnshire 
Council, the clerk has been asked to confirm that Epworth Town Council is happy for NLC to take over 
responsibility for the meres; following minutes reference 17.12.16 the clerk will write and confirm that 
Epworth Town Council resolved “not to adopt the Field Reeves Lanes” and therefore has no objections 
to NLC taking on the responsibility; agenda item 17 will be deferred until the Town Council has 
clarification from North Lincolnshire Council on the requirement for an agreement. 
VAT claim: clerk to complete next VAT claim for inspection by Finance Committee councillors before 
submitting. 
Kings Head Croft – picnic bench: additional quotations now received – agenda Environment Committee 
then full council. 
Hanging baskets: three nurseries contacted for quotations, one received to date. 
Watering short term contract: advertisement placed on notice boards, one reply received to date. 
Kings Head Croft fencing: three contractors contacted, one has declined to quote, one quote received, 
clerk to contact third contractor for quotation. 
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Kings Head Croft notice: clerk working with Peter Davies on replacement telephone number, laminated 
number to be stuck to existing notice board. 
Cemetery Lodge works: new foul drainage works completed, brickwork under archway repaired; 
problems with roof-works, Cemetery Committee to discuss then full council; additional plaster work to 
area under stairs to Cemetery Committee then full council. 
Rules & Regulations for grave diggers: information sent to two Funeral Directors who use Cemetery 
frequently, signed paperwork received from one; clerk will issue the regulations to any Funeral Directors 
that apply to use Cemetery in the future. 
The Localism Act 2011 – change of interests forms: forms circulated at the request of North Lincolnshire 
Council Democratic services; any councillor with changes to register, please complete the form and 
return it to the clerk. 
Cemetery Committee: the clerk will call a Cemetery Committee meeting for Monday February 13th at 
7pm on matters relating to refurbishment works. 
Planning Committee: the next planning committee will be called for Thursday February 16th at 7pm  
Inclusive orbit – Kings Head Croft: the clerk has met with a representative from Playdale and will have 
further site meetings regarding the damaged wet-pour and repairs to the unit. 
Work in progress: the clerk has a number of letters to write and tree work applications to do following 
recent committee meetings and will inform councillors of progress/copy in any correspondence as these 
progress. 
URGENT INFORMATION: Planning re ex day-care centre site, Burnham Road.  The builder (Mr Gordon 
Blair) who has purchased the plot will be meeting ward councillors on site at 10am this Friday February 
10th, rang the office inviting members of the planning committee to meet him at the same time. He 
would like to discuss his plans; he has strict criteria for planning permission on the site and a time limit 
from planning permission to completion of the development. 

RESOLVED clerk’s report noted. 

 

08.02.17 To resolve Draft Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday January 3rd 

2017 copies of which have been previously circulated, for approval and signature. With the 

addition of Cllr Pattison to the names of members present the minutes were proposed by Cllr 

Whittaker seconded by Cllr Harm and RESOLVED a true record. 

 

09.02.17 To dispose of any business, if any, remaining from the last meetings. No issues were 

raised. 

 

10.02.17 Co-option to fill casual vacancy: (Representation of the People Act 1985 s21 and 

Local Government Act 1972 s87 (1)): to receive information from interested parties for co-

option as a new member to the council. The council received one application from a member of 

the public who was not well enough to attend the meeting, RESOLVED that the clerk replies, 

with thanks for the application, suggesting that the applicant contact the council again when well 

enough to attend. 

 

11.02.17 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the December monthly account statement for 

approval and signature by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Harm seconded by Cllr Mitchell and 

RESOLVED a true record and signed by the Chairman. Clerk to find out why the O2 account is 

in two parts. 
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12.02.17 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the budget sheet April/December 2016 for 

approval and signature by the Chairman and note additional budget heading overspends. Noting 

the following budget overspends:  

Kings Head Croft tree maintenance -£160.00 following the tree survey and the requirement for 

urgent works;  

Annual play inspections -£84.00 following the addition of the RoSPA inspection;  

Telephone costs -£21.21 due to the mobile phone costs not in the budget;  

Photocopier Lease -£403.49 due to the payment of the lease on the old photocopier paid back by 

the new lease company in the previous financial year;  

Insurance costs -£322.87 due to the change of insurance company;  

Office equipment -£52.20 due to the purchase of a micro-wave and shredder from reserves; 

Street furniture -£218.00 for dog waste bins (still to be re-positioned);  

ECHO publication -£86.00 due to additional costs of printing inserts;  

Poppy Wreaths -£34.00 two purchased one to be held for 2017;  

ERNLLCA subscription -£37.99 increase in subscription;  

Public Notice advertising -£180.00 due to high cost of notice in Epworth Bells;  

Turbary Road maintenance -£400.00 additional cost of stone. All costs over budget covered by 

existing reserves. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Harm RESOLVED a true record and signed by the 

Chairman 

 

13.02.17 Internal Control: To receive information regarding payments on the Financial 

Statements (such as direct debits and credit payments) approved by the Town Clerk since the 

last meeting of the Town Council, under powers granted by the Local Government Act 1972 

s101 and in accordance with Council Policy. 

30.01.17 H M Revenue & Customs INCOME VAT repayment £1,324.29 

        

29.01.17 Siemens Photocopier rental £219.10 

20.01.17 Npower Cemetery Lodge Closing statement £541.87 

27.01.17 Npower Chapel of Rest Closing statement £8.41 

01.02.17 Scottish Power Market Place ACCOUNT IN CREDIT £120.17 

02.01.17 BT Telephone & internet £63.30 

        

103744 VANL Training Cllr Whittaker £60.00 

103745 K Walters Builder Insurance work following kitchen flood £2,620.00 

103746 C Maguire Office microwave £40.00 

        

07.02.17 
J R Cockin 

External floodlighting works purchase order 
199 £276.48 

07.02.17 
North Lincolnshire 
Council 

Supply & fit rubbish bin KHC purchase order 
196  £393.60 

07.02.17 
J R Cockin 

New circuit for water heater flood repair 
works £104.40 
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Proposed by Cllr Miemczyk seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED financial information 

noted. 

 

14.02.17 Internal Control: To resolve February cheques for payment as presented on the 

following schedule (Local Government Act 1972 as amended). 

103747 Viking trees & gardens Urgent tree works St Andrews P.Order 202 £588.00 

103748 Staples Office stationery including shredder £268.67 

103749 Torne Valley Ltd 
Annual service parts & labour cemetery 
equipment. £156.06 

103750 Epworth Imperial Hall Room hire 3rd January 2017 £22.50 

103751 United Carlton Photocopies (incl .48p from previous invoice) £62.48 

103752 Thomas Knibb 
Replace foul drainage & brickwork Cem. 
Lodge £4,120.00 

103753 C Maguire Stamps £15.36 

103754 J R Cockin Floodlighting and new circuit in kitchen £380.88 

103755 
North Lincolnshire 
Council New waste bin at Kings Head Croft £393.60 

        

        

    Total cheques for payment £6,007.55 
 

Proposed by Cllr Miemczyk seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED cheques for payment 

as presented, the Chairman signed the schedule of payments. 

 

15.02.17 Standing Orders: to continue discussion and amendment of new standing orders  

Starting on page 14. Section 13 Code of Conduct and dispensations.  The council worked 

through the document to page 17, annotating copies of the document noting all references to “the 

proper officer” were changed to “the clerk”; that the clerk would continue to serve agenda by 

hand for full council and committee meetings; information management in accordance with 

policies and procedures ( new Data Protection and FOI policies scheduled). 

       

16.02.17 Bank Mandate: to resolve to add Cllr Tim Mitchell (Finance Committee Chairman) to  

the approved list of cheque signatories on the bank mandate. Proposed by Cllr Miemczyk 

seconded by Cllr Pattison and RESOLVED. 

  

17.02.17 Kings Head Croft – Access agreement with Field Reeves: to receive copies of  

previous correspondence and resolve further instructions to the clerk. Item deferred. 

 

18.02.17 Environment Committee: 

(a) To receive and approve committee minutes of a meeting of Monday January 23rd 2017. 

Proposed by Cllr Pattison seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED a true record.    

(b) To receive the committee recommendation to purchase 60 heavy duty hanging basket 

brackets from “LBS” at a cost of £240.00 plus VAT. Proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by 

Cllr Whittaker and RESOLVED   



97 | P a g e              E p w o r t h  T o w n  C o u n c i l  

 

 

 

19.02.17 Cemetery Committee: 

(a) To receive and approve committee minutes from a meeting of Thursday January 26th 2017. 

With the addition of “and further analysis is not recommended” to minutes item 8, the 

minutes were proposed by Cllr Pearce seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED a true 

record. 

(b) To receive a committee recommendation not to proceed with the change of use of the Chapel 

of Rest.  Proposed by Cllr Baker seconded by Cllr Pearce and in light of the Committee 

recommendation RESOLVED to accept the recommendation and not to proceed with the 

change of use of the Chapel of Rest. 

(c) To receive quotations for necessary electrical works to upgrade and make safe the Chapel of 

Rest for current usage. Proposed by Cllr Miemczyk seconded and RESOLVED to accept the 

quotation for electrical works from Cockin Electrical Contractors Ltd for £865.50 plus VAT.  

(d) To receive information and advice concerning the request from a member of the public to 

place a memorial bench in the Cemetery.  Proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by Cllr Harm 

and RESOLVED bench as photograph approved and installation accepted provided the 

bench is installed onto a concrete base and future ownership is vested in the Town Council. 

 

20.02.17 Finance Committee:  

(a) To receive and approve committee minutes from a meeting of Monday January 30th 

2017. Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Wilson and RESOLVED a true 

record. 

(b) To receive a section 137 grant application from “The Old Rectory” with a committee 

recommendation to grant fund £750.00 (seven hundred and fifty pounds) in the new 

financial year. Proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by Cllr Miemczyk and RESOLVED 

to grant fund £750.00 (seven hundred and fifty pounds) towards the Shakespeare event in 

the new financial year – April 2017 

(c) To receive a section 137 grant application from “Epworth Music Day” with a committee 

recommendation to grant fund £700.00 (seven hundred pounds). Proposed by Cllr 

Whittaker seconded by Cllr Miemczyk and RESOLVED to grant fund £700 (seven 

hundred pounds).  

 

21.02.17 Planning Committee: To receive information on Neighbourhood Planning from Dave  

Lofts of North Lincolnshire Council with a view to inviting him to a future council meeting.  

Proposed by Cllr Whittaker not to take any further action seconded by Cllr Harm and 

RESOLVED: clerk to write with thanks for the information and stating not wishing to proceed 

at the moment. 

 

22.02.17 Isle of Axholme and North Nottinghamshire Water Level Management Board: to  

receive a letter for discussion and resolve a reply. Proposed seconded and RESOLVED noted. 

 

23.02.17 VANL: in light of new information to reconsider membership of VANL. Cllr Whittaker 

reported that the event she had attended (Volunteers & the Law) had been informative and well-

presented and that the Town Council should amongst other things, consider having a Volunteer 

Policy. Membership of £10.00 (ten pounds) proposed by Cllr Harm seconded by Cllr Miemczyk 

and RESOLVED. 
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24.02.17 Youth Community Engagement: to discuss and resolve summer youth activities  

Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 section 19 93) (b).  Proposed by Cllr 

Whittaker to provide 5 weeks of street sports using indoor facilities during the summer school 

holidays; proposed by Cllr Harm seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED that Epworth 

Town Council would fund 5 weeks of sessions using the Leisure Centre sports hall (3 badminton 

courts) at a cost of £498.00 (four hundred and ninety eight pounds). 

 

25.02.17 Official opening of Epworth Colts 3G and pavilion February 10th 2017: to 

nominate official council attendees. RESOLVED nominated councillors Cllrs Whittaker, 

Wilson Harm and Mitchell. 

 

26.02.17 Great British Spring Clean: to receive information and discuss possible  

involvement. RESOLVED clerk to contact NLC expressing an interest.  

 

27.02.17 To discuss Social Media and Items for facebook. RESOLVED Committee  

information to be “fed” to clerk as facebook items; add “Facebook items” to all committee 

agenda. Clerk to add grant information for Epworth Music Day and The Old Rectory (with 

photographs). Clerk to obtain information and advice from ERNLLCA and other sources for 

further discussion. Cllrs Pattison and Harm to collect and collate information for possible 

facebook items for discussion next meeting. 

 

28.02.17 Dog Notices: to receive an example of a North Lincolnshire Council dog deterrent sign  

for use on existing or new posts on footpaths. Proposed by Cllr Miemczyk seconded by Cllr 

Truelove and RESOLVED that councillors can collect signs from the clerk to place on existing 

posts. 

 

29.02.17 Correspondence: to receive the correspondence list pages 89 to 91 (for information  

only). Proposed by Cllr Miemczyk seconded by Cllr truelove and RESOLVED noted. 

 

30.02.17 Annual Town Meeting: To discuss and resolve the date for the Annual Assembly of  

the Town Meeting. Proposed seconded and RESOLVED Tuesday April 18th at 7pm. 

 

31.02.17 Questions to the Chairman: (Items of immediate urgency that must be  

acknowledged before the next meeting and have not been included on the Agenda). No issues 

were raised. 

 

32.02.17 To confirm the date and time of the next monthly meeting as Tuesday March 7th  

2017 at 7pm. 

 

33.02.17 In view of the confidential nature of the business concerning members of staff or 

legal issues about to be transacted, it is advisable and in the  public interest that the press and 

public be temporarily excluded and they are asked to withdraw under the terms of the Public 

Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and of Standing Orders. THE COUNCIL MAY 

RESOLVE to exclude members of the press and public for the following agenda item: 

No members of the press or public were present. 
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(a) To authorise payments of salaries and related payments per the confidential schedule. 

Proposed by Cllr Miemczyk seconded by Cllr Wilson and RESOLVED salary cheques to the 

value of £1586.94 approved and the chairman signed the schedule. 

(b) Workplace Pension Scheme: East Riding Pension Fund to discuss and resolve which  

option of employer contribution the town council should adopt. Proposed by Cllr Baker, 

seconded by Cllr Harm and RESOLVED that is relation to the town clerk the council would pay 

the “common contribution (pooled) rate” (27.3% for the year 2016/17) by joining the small 

parish and town councils pool. This will be re-set with effect from 1st April 2017.  

(c) To receive an update on matters dealt with by the Personnel Committee. Cllr Miemczyk  

reported that work was ongoing on new policies; that the clerk’s appraisal had been carried out; 

the complaint investigation had been concluded and the matter now closed; noted that a policy 

for safeguarding volunteers would be required; risk assessments and possibly CRB checks. 

 

34.02.17 To record the closure of the meeting at 9.17pm.  

 

cm13.02.17 


