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Council members 

Cllr Baker (Chairman) Cllr Mitchell (Vice Chairman) Cllr Astle 

Cllr Dent Cllr Durning Cllr Harm Cllr Janney Cllr Johnson 

Cllr Pearce Cllr Robinson Cllr Stewart MBE Cllr Truelove 

Cllr Whittaker Cllr Wilson Cllr Woods 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday March 6th 2018 at 7pm at the Imperial 

Hall Epworth. 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the March meeting of the Council explained the fire 

evacuation procedure and the clerk signed the forms. 

 

Public Participation session: residents are invited to give their views and question the Town 

Council on issues on this agenda or issues for future consideration. Members of the public are 

reminded that each presentation should take no more than three minutes. 

 

Mr R Fish: Speaking about the Isle of Axholme & Hatfield Landscape Partnership explained 

that the focus was on “Vinegarth”, archaeology and test digging scheduled for July. Company 

called “Mercian”. The public and school children are to be invited to learn why and how it is 

done. After “Vinegarth” they may move further afield. Same company working of a dig called 

“rogues and rebels” in Nottinghamshire. 

Secondly Mr Fish asked what if anything, the council was organising for the Centenary of the 

end of the First World War, explaining that 52 men were lost from Epworth and that he had an 

idea called “they are still with us” which he would like to discuss with the council. 

Mr Fish left the meeting. 

(Agenda item April)  

 

The following paragraph was taken as read. 

This council supports the rights of anyone to record this meeting but advises that anyone so 

recording cannot disrupt the meeting by means of the recording and expresses hope that the 

person (or persons) carrying out the recording have obtained the necessary legal advice for 

themselves to ensure that they understand the rights of any member of the public who may be 

present who do not wish to be filmed or recorded. 

 

 

01.03.18 To record the names of Members Present. Cllr Baker presiding: 

Cllrs: Dent, Durning, Harm, Janney, Mitchell, Stewart, Whittaker, Wilson and Woods. 

The clerk, C Maguire was in attendance. 

 

02.03.18 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: Astle, Johnson, Pearce, Robinson and 

Truelove. 

 

03.30.18 To receive declarations of interest by any member of the council in respect of the 

agenda items listed below. Members declaring interests should identify the agenda item and type 

of interest being declared. (Localism Act 2011 – Code of Conduct). 

Cllr Woods item 15 prejudicial interest. 
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04.03.18 To note dispensations given to any member in respect of items on the agenda 

(Localism Act 2011 and the Code of Conduct). None requested. 

 

05.03.18 To receive the Chairman’s Announcements (for information only). 

The Chairman announced that he and his wife attended the North Lincolnshire Majors Charity 

Civic Dinner on 24th February. Unfortunately, it seemed to be not as well attended as previous 

years. One point of interest was that other “mayors” at the table had complained to the 

Ombudsman over the Governance Review but had not yet received a reply. The Chairman 

referred to responses from the Ombudsman to his individual complaint. 

The Chairman has been made aware that a number of our newer councillors are unaware of the 

historical background to some issues that are ongoing, such as the closed churchyard; Church 

and Cemetery Lanes & The Field Reeves, and Turbary Road. The clerk is prepared to meet, 

either individually or collectively to bring newer councillors “up to speed” on these issues so 

please contact the clerk if you wish to take up this offer. 

The clerk has informed us of the need to review our Declarations of Interest records, held by 

North Lincolnshire Council. The Chairman wanted to “formally remind” colleagues that interests 

which councillors wish to remain confidential can be withheld upon request; secondly that it is a 

legal requirement to declare interests in property, employment (including voluntary work) and 

membership of groups, charities and other bodies. New forms have been distributed and should 

be completed asap and given to the clerk. 

Last week the “snow action” part of the Community Emergency Plan was acted upon by Cllr 

Mitchell who telephoned all the people on the vulnerable list, one resident who could not be 

contacted was visited by Cllr Mitchell accompanied by Cllr Whittaker it was good to find all was 

well. 

Finally, it is with regret that as some of you know, ex-councillor Eddie Mardell died recently, 

although he had not served that long as a councillor, his contributions to the community were 

over a long period, not least as Deputy Editor of the “Bells” and on the Imperial Hall Committee. 

His contributions to debate were sincere and pertinent and the Chairman was sure that those who 

knew him will remember his unique sense of humour. His funeral will be held at 10.30 on 

Monday 19th March at the Wesley Church. 

 

06.03.18 To receive the Ward Councillor’s report (for information only). Not present. 

 

07.03.18 To receive the clerks report (for information only). 
NOTE: other items are in progress and yet to be finished, this is not an exhaustive list. 
Committee meetings: clerk requires pro-active liaison with Committee Chairman to arrange Committee 
meetings. Next Environment meeting after March 22nd. 
Declaration of Interests forms: NOTE: councillors can contact North Lincolnshire Council solicitor to 
request sensitive information disclosure immunity  
Kings Head Croft: meeting with Mr Pugh-Lewis confirmed as 10.30am follow on meeting at the 
Cemetery to discuss issues relating to path-works at both locations. 
Planning meeting: second meeting to discuss one planning application and responses to LDF 
consultation Thursday March 8th at 7pm. 
North Lincolnshire in Bloom Kings Head Croft border made and planted; 2 new planters made; grant 
applied for and received. Planters and plants ready, require top soil, plus confirmed permission from 
NLC. Will require help to place the planters (heavy) and require additional top soil. 
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Electricity supply: 60 High Street meter now changed, have requested refund of credit.  
VAT returns April to December 2017 forms checked by Cllrs Truelove and Wilson and sent off. 
Pull Up banner: Purchase Order sent December 12th, logo and photographs sent; design in progress.  
Local Government Ombudsman: letter received not appropriate for ombudsman to receive complaint 
(copy letter to all councillors) 
Playdale Playgrounds: further letter sent requesting site visit re surface and junior swings – NLC asked 
for confirmation of condition of junior cradle swings; should they be removed immediately? Prices 
received from both NLC and Playdale, condition of swing seats being monitored, cracks not finger 
entrapments. Clerk to trace all works to safety surface and send information to Playdale. 
Kings Head Croft tree works: approval received clerk to obtain quotations. 
Wesley Statue: clerk has written to Cllr Stewart who is in contact with his solicitors 
Turbary Road: invoice sent to North Lincolnshire Council with copy invoices asking for £1000.00 
contribution as agreed. 
Facebook: clerk instructed to “connect to police page” clerk has asked for help with this. 
Cemetery Lodge painting: Purchase Order sent to Dave Slack who has contacted and will start work in 
due course, to liaise with clerk re painting in office first. Initially scheduled for this week, clerk will advise 
when work to be done. Hanging baskets need to be removed from storage and delivered to Crowle and 
picnic bench items moved to the Chapel of Rest to free up space for painting. 
Replacement phone numbers: Numbers available requires battery operated hand tools to fix to boards. 
Replacement picnic tables: purchase order sent to James Smith construction clerk waiting for 
committee to confirm position of new bench base. 
AVG Computer protection: paperwork for renewal received, clerk to cross reference with Mr Davies 
who may have paid the A/C on standing order. 
Commonwealth Day March 12th: the Mechanics Institute will fly the flag as last year, on Monday March 
12th 2018. 
Great British Spring Clean: no action taken to participate as no Committee meeting held and no contact 
details for “cadets”. 
Situations Vacant: watering position advertised on notice boards web-site and facebook. 
O2 tariff changes: 4% increase as of April 2018 
Epworth Cemetery waste collection forms completed, to be advised on costs. 
Precept and NLC Grant: precept request confirmed received; NLC to contact Epworth TC to discuss grant 
eligibility. 
Hanging baskets 2018: George Tune & Son confirmed basket price as £24.00 each. Baskets to be 
delivered to their site at Crowle. Resident volunteer has agreed to help with collection of contributions 
from businesses again this year. Baskets ordered. 
ERNLLCA Financial training, additional venue and time Brigg April 24th, Cllr Mitchell and clerk to attend 
evening session. 
Stone path cleaning: St Andrew’s Church work was part completed before snow; invoice to be 
submitted once work completed. 
Contracts with NLC for litter collection and play equipment safety checks signed and returned. 
Foster Barnes benches refurbishment: Work in progress, note on facebook as members of the public 
thought benches stolen. 
St Andrew’s tree works; were scheduled this week, time delayed due to snow. 
Agenda Items April:  
Epworth Show application 
Lindsey Age UK grant application 
Epworth The Old Rectory grant application 
Review e-mail correspondence 
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Proposed seconded and RESOLVED clerk’s report noted. 

 

08.03.18 To RESOLVE draft minutes of a meeting of the council held on Tuesday February 

6th 2018 copies of which have been previously circulated, for approval and signature. Proposed 

by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Janney RESOLVED a true record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

09.03.18 To dispose of any business, if any remaining from the last meeting. 

Item 14.02.18 noted that Cllr Mitchell and the Clerk attended the Town and Parish Council 

Liaison meeting which focused on this issue; North Lincolnshire Council will be contacting 

Epworth Town Council in due course. 

Item 18.02.18 Great British Spring Clean – Epworth Town Council not involved. 

 

10.03.18 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the January 2018 monthly account statement for 

approval and signature by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell 

RESOLVED an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

11.03.18 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the budget sheet April 2017 to date for approval 

and signature by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell 

RESOLVED an accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 

 

12.03.18 Internal Control: to receive information regarding payments on the Financial 

Statements (such as Direct Debits and credit payments) approved by the Town Clerk since the 

last meeting of the council under powers granted by the Local Government Act 1972 section 101 

and in accordance with Council policy. 

  Receipts     

20.02.18 North Lincolnshire Council In Bloom grant funding £2,131.68 

05.03.18 R Wallace & Son Burial fee Dawson £100.00 

        

        

  Cheques paid     

104033 Demeter House School 2 wooden planters £360.00 

104035 Silica Lodge Garden Centre Plants for planters and compost £131.26 

        

        

        

        

        

       

  Cancelled cheques     

104034 Silica Lodge Garden Centre cancelled incorrect figure   

        

        

  DD payments     
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26.02.18 O2 call charges £20.93 

26.02.18 O2 device plan £7.00 

22.02.18 HSBC Bank charges £18.68 

23.02.18 EDF Energy Electricity 60 High Street £22.29 
Proposed by Cllr Janney seconded by Cllr Harm RESOLVED financial information noted, 

schedule signed by the Chairman. 

 

13.03.18 Internal Control: to resolve March cheques for payment as presented on the following 

schedule:- 

104036 Epworth Imperial Hall Room hire 6th February £15.00 

104037 APS Movements Additional stone & maintenance Turbary Road £1,080.00 

104038 D Janney Petrol exp re training £16.00 

104039 C Maguire 
Petrol exp training @ Goole & collecting 
plants £16.00 

        

        

    Total cheques for payment £1,127.00 
Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Harm RESOLVED cheques for payment as 

presented, schedule signed by the Chairman. 

 

14.03.18 Section 137 grant applications: 

To receive a grant application from the Epworth branch of the Royal British Legion 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Harm and RESOLVED to grant £1000.00 (one 

thousand pounds) towards the cost of the Royal British Legion Great Pilgrimage. 

To receive a grant application from the Epworth Bowls Club 

Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED to grant £1500.00 (one 

thousand five hundred pounds) to the Epworth Bowls Club. 

 

Having declared a prejudicial interest Cllr Woods left the meeting. 

 

15.03.18 To receive a petition from The Epworth Business Forum (for discussion and 

forwarding to North Lincolnshire Council). Parking undoubtedly an issue, agenda item for 

Environment Committee to discuss, covering letter to explain issue must be taken seriously, wide 

spread support from residents and businesses. 

Proposed by Cllr Harm to send the petition with covering letter to North Lincolnshire Council 

seconded by Cllr Durning and RESOLVED. 

 

Cllr Woods back to the meeting. 

 

16.03.18 Personnel Committee: to receive a copy of the minutes from a meeting held on 

Thursday February 22nd for approval and signature (final item to be discussed in confidence).  

Proposed by Cllr Harm seconded by Cllr Mitchell RESOLVED a true record and signed by the 

Chairman. 
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The following agenda items were taken together with additional explanatory material presented 

by Cllr Janney, Chairman of the personnel Committee. 

17.03.18: 18.03.18: 19.03.18  
The General Data Protection Regulations: due to come into force May 25th 2018. The clerk 

and Cllr Janney had both attended training course on this issue. The clerk as Data 

controller/processor cannot also be the data Protection Officer. This will have to be a new 

appointment. 

Equality Policy: To receive for discussion amendment and re-adoption the Equality Policy (with 

accompanying information) Proposed by Cllr Janney seconded by Cllr Stewart and RESOLVED 

to adopt the policy as presented. 

Noted that Cllr Janney could provide training to councillors. 

Social Media Policy: To receive for discussion and amendment and re-adoption the Social 

Media Policy. Amendments had been made to paragraphs 6 and 7; Cllr Dent to advise the clerk 

on issues under paragraph 9 “postings on the wall”. With the amendments approved Cllr Janney 

proposed to re-adopt the policy seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED. 

To receive a copy of the list of Epworth Town Council policies: Noted that a further 9 policies 

require checking and possible amendment. Health & Safety Policy an issue, no nominated 

responsible person and no-one with specific expertise. Questioned whether there were any 

councillors with “Risk Management” experience. 

The Chairman proposed that advice be sought from ERNLLCA seconded by Cllr Stewart and 

RESOLVED.  

Financial Regulations: Personnel Committee had looked at paragraphs 7.6 and 7.8 as directed by 

Full Council and RESOLVED that both paragraphs could be removed as they were covered by 

other policies. Proposed by Cllr Janney seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED to remove 

both paragraphs from the Financial Regulations. 

 

20.03.18 CCTV: to discuss the requirement for CCTV coverage at Kings Head Croft. 

Note: further anti-social behaviour occurring; clerk to ask when camera last directed at the Kings 

Head Croft; and when last working. Query on suitability of system. Proposal from the Chairman 

to “draw up a letter” to the Leader of North Lincolnshire Council (cc ward councillors) querying 

effectiveness and costs of system; possible update to a better system; reference to costs of 

equipment damaged and replaced; seconded by Cllr Harm and RESOLVED. 

 

21.03.18 Summer Sports Provision: to resolve to send a letter to Epworth Leisure Centre to 

confirm the dates of provision; maximum attendance figures and staffing numbers and confirm 

the cost of the provision. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded and RESOLVED that Cllr Whittaker liaise with the clerk to 

confirm with Epworth Leisure Centre all the details of the provision. 

 

22.03.18 Community Engagement: to receive proposal from the working group. 

Cllr Mitchell outlined five proposals: 

1. Production of a quarterly newsletter in the Arrow publication at a cost of £220+ VAT p.a. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Durning and RESOLVED. 
 

2. Issue of Identity Badges to Councillors and Clerk in order to portray a more professional 

image and encourage interaction with community at a cost of £69.72 + VAT 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Janney and RESOLVED. 
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3. Purchase of an ETC banner at a max cost of £150 + VAT (including art/design) 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Durning and RESOLVED. 
 

4. Organise a number of ‘street surgeries’ at suitable locations. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Janney and RESOLVED. 
 

5. Commit to attending suitable community events such as Epworth Show. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Whittaker and RESOLVED 
 

23.03.18 Correspondence: to receive the February correspondence list (for information only). 

Proposed seconded and RESOLVED correspondence list noted. 

 

24.03.18 Questions to the Chairman: items of immediate urgency that must be acknowledged 

before the next meeting and have not been included on the Agenda. No issues raised. 

 

25.03.18 To confirm the date of the April meeting of the Council as Tuesday April 3rd 2018 at 

7pm. 

 

26.03.18 In view of the confidential nature of business concerning members of staff or legal 

issues about to be transacted, it is advisable and in the public interest that members of the 

press and public be excluded and they are asked to withdraw under the terms of the Public  

Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Standing Orders. Council may resolve to 

exclude the press and public for the following agenda items. 

 

27.03.18 To authorise payments of salaries and related payments per the confidential schedule 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Stewart and RESOLVED to pay salaries and related 

items to the value of £1920.17 

 

8.30pm the clerk left the meeting. 

 

28.03.18 To discuss the clerks hours. Additional hours RESOLVED approved. Personnel 

Committee to continue to monitor hours. Clerk to be encouraged to claim mileage for petrol 

expenses. 

 

29.03.18 To record the closure of the meeting at 8.43pm. 

 

cm12.03.18 
 


