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Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the small room of the Imperial Hall Epworth on 

Tuesday March 7th 2017 at 7pm.   
 

The fire precaution procedure was explained and the written record signed by the clerk. 

 

Public Participation session: Residents are invited to give their views and  

question the Town Council on issues on this agenda or, issues for future consideration.  

(Members of the public are reminded that each presentation should take no more than 

three minutes). 

Mrs Fennell:  wished to defend small businesses in Epworth, business rates being high, she 

requested that Epworth Town Council put pressure on North Lincolnshire Council supporting the 

small prosperous area and asking for business rates to be reduced.  Mrs Fennell went on to 

complain about the “traffic wardens” who had on one occasion monitored parking 3 times in one 

day. This level of close monitoring puts people off and is over zealous. Mrs Fennell said that 

“we” can do all we can to keep businesses going. 

The Chairman thanked Mrs Fennell for her contribution and said the matter would be an agenda 

item next month. 

 

The following statement was read out:  

This Council supports the rights of anyone to record this meeting but advises that anyone 

so recording cannot disrupt the meeting by means of the recording and expresses hope that 

the person (or persons) carrying out the recording have obtained the necessary legal 

advice, for themselves, to ensure they understand the rights of any member of the public 

who may be present who do not wish to be filmed or recorded. 

 

AGENDA 

01.03.17 To record the Names of Members Present. Cllr Baker presiding. 

Cllrs: Harm, Johnson, Ludbrook, Miemczyk, Mitchell, Pattison, Pearce, Robinson, Stewart, 

Truelove and Wilson.  The clerk, C Maguire was in attendance. 

 

02.03.17 Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Whittaker. 

 

03.03.17 To receive Declarations of Interest by any member of the Council in respect of the  

agenda items listed below. Members declaring interests should identify the agenda item and type 

of interest being declared. (Localism Act 2011 Code of Conduct). 

Cllr Baker personal interest item 17c. 

Cllr Pearce prejudicial interest item 17 b & c; personal interest item 13 cheque number 103737. 

Cllr Robinson personal interest item 15d and item 22. 

Cllr Mitchell personal interest item 18b 

Cllr Pattison prejudicial interest item15e. 

 

04.03.17 To note dispensations given to any member in respect to items on the agenda  

(Localism Act 2011 and the Code of Conduct). None requested. 

 

05.03.17 To receive the Chairman’s Announcements (for information only).  
Once again we have a long agenda so I would ask councillors to be concise in their contributions bringing 
only new thoughts to the debate.  
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I am grateful to the Committee Chairman who will be asked to lead the discussions of their minutes and 
take questions on their recommendations.  
We have planning issues in the conservation area and others that may be of greater interest than 
normal. It has been custom and practice to consider these at full council level, we need to clarify this in 
Standing Orders (page 32). Further discussion on them will be on next month’s agenda so can I ask 
councillors to bring their copies (of Standing Orders) with them please. As you can see from the pack, I 
have asked the clerk to distribute details of the planning applications so that they could be studied 
before the meeting.  
Can I remind councillors that it is their responsibility to declare any interests not the clerks duty to 
prompt them; although if in any doubt do not hesitate to consult the clerk or me.  
I must thank Cllr Mitchell for representing the Council at the Isle of Axholme and Hatfield Chase 
Landscape Project meeting; this will be an agenda item next month when he can report back.  
I was remiss, some months ago, when I had “20’s plenty” notices to distribute to councillors if they 
wanted them. Anyone wanting any, can collect them at the end of the meeting. The clerk has more, and 
Cllr Robinson can also obtain them if required.  
I have accepted an invitation to the North Lincolnshire Lord Mayor’s Dinner on March 24th.  
I would remind you of the “road-show” tomorrow in the Imperial Hall between 3pm and 7pm when the 
Local Development Plan and the Community Governance Review can be viewed and commented upon.  
Finally, unfortunately due to a close family bereavement, the clerk will not be in the office on Thursday 
due to attending the funeral but will be in tomorrow (Wednesday).  

      

06.03.17 To receive the Ward Councillor’s Report (for information only). Cllr Robinson  

reported that he had chaired a NATS meeting noting that one area of concern was the number of 

recent burglaries in the area. He also mentioned the public consultation where a representative 

from “Democratic Services” would be attending. 

  
07.03.17 To receive the Clerk’s Report (for information only). 
Cemetery Lodge: electric works Chapel of Rest now completed; plasterer scheduled to start, plans to 
work Fridays to Mondays to avoid disturbance of office hours however works in the office will have to 
be done as well, clerk to liaise with plasterer. Roof works to be completed reference agenda item; some 
remedial works to concrete and grassed areas to be completed when all other works finished. A copy of 
Public Liability insurance document for plasterer lodged with the clerk. Additional quotation from RoLEC 
arrived after the February meeting for the electric works and at £987 plus VAT was a higher price than 
that accepted. 
Electricity invoices: clerk working with Black Sheep utilities for invoices to match DD payments. 
Road-side planters: clerk has contacted 3 of the volunteers so far who are happy to help with the 
planters again this year; new contact with primary school and one other volunteer have been written to. 
Sponsorship has been offered from Fields as last year; to be confirmed when price of plants confirmed. 
Annual salary increase: new figures applicable from April 2017 (1% increase) to be presented for 
approval at next meeting (in line with SLCC guidelines approved last year). 
North Lincolnshire Council Roadshow: Reminder that information on the new Local Development 
Framework and the Community Governance Review will be on display with officers in attendance at 
the Imperial Hall on Wednesday March 8th between 3pm and 7pm. 
Internal Audit: the clerk has received a letter of confirmation from Glover & Co that they accept the 
position of Internal Auditor and that they will be in contact to arrange an appointment with the clerk. 
Inclusive orbit (fenced play area) Kings Head Croft: the clerk has met the Playdale representative and a 
representative from one of the safety surface companies to discuss issues with the inclusive orbit.  The 
Playdale engineer who subsequently checked the orbit reported back that the orbit “was performing as 
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we would expect from the older style roundabout”. The clerk will require further instructions from the 
council on how to progress this issue – agenda Environment Committee/Full council. 
Annual controlled waste agreement: (Cemetery commercial mixed waste) paperwork completed and 
returned to North Lincolnshire Council: no notification yet, of price of the service this year. 
Commonwealth Day – fly the flag: the Mechanics Institute has been contacted by the clerk and has 
agreed to fly the flag for Monday March 13th, no ceremony has been arranged. 
O2 telephone payments: the 2 payments represent the contract for the purchase of the handset @ 
£7.00 per month and the second payment for the use of the phone, access to internet, e-mail, texts and 
phone calls.  Calls and texts are unlimited. The clerk has now down-loaded invoices to cover all 
payments. 
Alzheimer’s Society contacted the office asking to park a 7.84m long truck in the Market Place on 
Thursday May 25th from 10am to 4pm. For practical reasons the clerk referred the item to Ian Jickells at 
North Lincolnshire Council who can arrange for the vehicle to be placed in the Albion Hill parking area 
subject to the Town Council not having any objections.  Unless the clerk receives any objections, then 
Ian Jickells can organise the space (this can be an agenda item in April if requested). 
ERNLLCA Planning Day training: the clerk has completed the booking form for Cllr Mitchell to attend the 
training day on Friday March 24th. 
Yorkshire Water: information received on business changes new bills will come from “Yorkshire water 
Business Services” 
Dog notices: a number of councillors have put up the alternative dog deterrent notices, the clerk has not 
received any feedback either positive or negative. 
Bishop of Lincoln: meeting with parishioners and community leaders on Tuesday 21st February 
attended by Cllr Mitchell on behalf of Epworth Town Council. 
Isle of Axholme & Hatfield Chase Landscape Partnership:  event on Friday March 3rd attended by Cllr 
Mitchell on behalf of Epworth Town Council – agenda item April. 
HSBC Bank mandate: the clerk completed and submitted the amended mandate form and Cllr Mitchell 
has now been added to the list of approved signatories. 
The Old Rectory: the clerk wrote to The Old Rectory advising of the approved grant application that will 
be placed before council for payment in the new financial year. 
Councillor application: the clerk replied to the applicant offering access to further information and an 
opportunity to speak to the clerk at the office but has not heard anything further. 
Application to site bench in Cemetery: the clerk wrote to the applicant with details of requirements to 
fit a bench but has not yet had a reply. 
Planning enforcement: clerk to contact Mick Johnson and Andy Tate of North Lincolnshire Council for a 
meeting to discuss highway and advertising issues (to be advised). 
Neighbourhood Plan: clerk sent e-mail to Dave Lofts thanking him for the information on 
Neighbourhood Planning that Epworth Town Council would not be progressing the idea at the moment. 
Cemetery Rules & Regulations; the clerk has now received copies of the Employers Liability Insurance 
from Fields Funeral Services, R Wallace & Son and from the regular grave digger Mr. S Gerry. Other 
companies will be approached for insurance as and when requests for burials in the cemetery are 
received. 
Work in Progress: the clerk wishes to make councillors aware that a number of letters have to be 
written, the tree works application to be done and the VAT reclaim form completed and checked. 

RESOLVED clerk’s report noted. 

 

08.03.17 To resolve Draft Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday February 7th  
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2017 copies of which have been previously circulated, for approval and signature. With the 

addition of “1 session per week” to minute 24.02.17 on page 98, the minutes were proposed by 

Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr truelove and with the amendment RESOLVED a true record. 

 

09.03.17 To dispose of any business, if any, remaining from the last meetings. No issues were  

raised. 

 

10.03.17 Co-option to fill casual vacancy: (Representation of the People Act 1985 s21 and  

Local Government Act 1972 s87 (1)): to receive information from interested parties for co-

option as a new member to the council. No expressions of interest had been received. 

 

11.03.17 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the January monthly account statement for  

approval and signature by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Wilson 

RESOLVED an accurate statement and signed by the Chairman. 

 

12.03.17 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the budget sheet April 2016/January 2017 for  

approval and signature by the Chairman and note additional budget heading overspend. Proposed 

by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell RESOLVED an accurate statement and signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

13.03.17 Internal Control: To receive information regarding payments on the Financial  
Statements (such as direct debits and credit payments) approved by the Town Clerk since the 

last meeting of the Town Council, under powers granted by the Local Government Act 1972 

s101 and in accordance with Council Policy. 

103760 Epworth Music Day Section 137 grant £700.00 

103761 
Voluntary Action Nth. 
Lincs Membership  £10.00 

103762 LBS Worldwide 60 heavy duty hanging basket brackets £288.00 

        

14.02.17 Npower Closing statement 60 High Street £26.85 

01.02.17 
North Lincolnshire 
Council Trade waste final payment £15.60 

19.02.17 BT Phone & internet £58.50 

27.02.17 PEAC Photocopier lease (Xerox) £174.29 

        

  C Maguire 24 1st class stamps £15.36 
Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Johnson and RESOLVED information noted. 

 

14.03.17 Internal Control: To resolve March cheques for payment as presented on the  

following schedule (Local Government Act 1972 as amended). 

103763 APS Movements Regrade Turbary Road £600.00 

103764 Torne Valley Ltd Mop bucket & cleaning materials £29.57 

103765 P Davies AVG and Adobe system for office computer £44.82 

103766 Epworth Imperial Hall Room hire Tuesday February 7th 2017 £22.50 
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103767 C Maguire 24 1st class stamps £15.36 

        

        

    Total cheques for payment £712.25 
Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Miemczyk and RESOLVED cheques for payment as 

presented. 

 

15.03.17 Planning: Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

(a) To receive Committee recommendations from a planning meeting of Thursday February 

16th 2017. Noted.  

      PA/ 2017/150 Advertisement consent for one externally illuminated fascia sign one non-  

      illuminated hanging sign and four other non-illuminated signs 

      Site location 1-3 MARKET Place (HSBC Bank) 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED: Epworth Town Council 
has no observations 

(b) PA/2017/166 Planning permission to erect a Vicarage and detached garage including  

demolition of former school and out-buildings. 

      Site location: Church Walk Epworth (site of Ivy Andrew Hall)  

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Harm to register an objection due to insufficient 

information from applicant on heritage and environmental issues. 

Amended by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Harm to add concerns re access over Church Walk 

and development in historic part of village RESOLVED 

This became the substantial motion and was RESOLVED: Epworth Town Council objects to this 
application due to insufficient information from the applicant on Heritage and Environment issues and 
concerns about vehicle access over the Church Walk footpath and development in this historic part of 
Epworth. 

(c) PA/2017/177 Planning permission to erect a studio flat 

Site location: Rear of 42-44 High Street Epworth. 

Proposed by Cllr Johnson seconded by Cllr Stewart and RESOLVED: Epworth Town Council 
objects to this development as back-land development with additional concerns about parking. (1 
abstention). 

(d) PA/2017/218 Notice of intention to undertake pruning works on 2 holly and 3 yew trees  

within Epworth Conservation area. 

Site location: Epworth Youth Centre 82-84 High Street, Epworth. 

Proposed by Cllr Johnson seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED: Epworth Town Council 
has no objections. (1 abstention). 
 

Having declared a prejudicial interest Cllr Pattison left the meeting. 

Cllr Robinson declared a personal interest (previous application on same site PA/2016/476) 

 

(e) PA/2017/181 Outline planning permission for 5 residential plots with appearance,  

landscaping and scale reserved for subsequent approval. 

Site location: Land rear of 14 West End Road, Epworth. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Harm RESOLVED: Cllr Robinson requested a 

recorded vote: 

Epworth Town Council objects to this development application on the following grounds:- 



108 | P a g e                     E p w o r t h  T o w n  C o u n c i l  

 

 

The development is outside the current development limit and does not meet the criteria for an 

exception 

Epworth is not identified for additional housing development in the housing & employment land 

allocation development plan 

There is not a proven necessity for the type of housing proposed 

The development would be an unacceptable infringement on valuable historic landscape 

The community in general is opposed to development outside the current development limits 

There is a clear majority of residents in the vicinity opposed to the development 

It is not accepted that it is a previously developed site 

In favour: Cllrs Baker, Harm, Johnson, Ludbrook, Miemczyk, Mitchell, Pearce, Stewart and 

Wilson. Cllr Robinson abstained. 

 

Cllr Pattison returned to the meeting. 

 

16.03.17 St Andrew’s Church:  

(a) Samuel Wesley grave project: to receive a request for the “contingency sum” of £265.64 in  

relation to the grant of £5338.00 approved and provided by the Town Council May 3rd 2016. 

Proposed by Cllr Pattison seconded by Cllr Truelove to grant fund an additional £35.00 for the 

enhanced CCTV RESOLVED (2 abstentions). 

(b) To receive correspondence from a resident and resolve a response, concerning parking of 

vehicles on grass at St Andrew’s Church. 

Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Robinson and RESOLVED that the clerk arrange a 

meeting with Church wardens expressing concerns.  

 

17.03.17Cemetery Committee: 

(a) To receive and approve committee minutes from a meeting of Monday February 13th 2017  

Proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by Cllr Wilson and RESOLVED a true record and signed 

by the Chairman. 

 

Cllr Pearce having declared a prejudicial interest left the meeting. 

 

(b) To receive a committee recommendation to approve the additional plastering work to the  

area under the stairs at Cemetery Lodge.  

Proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by Cllr Stewart and on a Committee recommendation that 

the proposed estimate for additional plastering works to the area under the stairs be accepted for 

the estimated price of £390.00 (three hundred and ninety pounds) RESOLVED. 

(c) To receive a committee recommendation for amended works and additional costs for work to  

the roof at Cemetery Lodge. 

Proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by Cllr Wilson and on Committee recommendation to 

accept the amended roof works quotation at the extra cost of £523.88 (five hundred and twenty 

three pounds 88pence) for materials only RESOLVED. 

 

Cllr Pearce returned to the meeting. 

 

18.03.17 Finance Committee:  

(a) To receive and approve committee minutes from a meeting of Monday February 28th 2017  
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Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Wilson RESOLVED a true record and signed by the 

Chairman. 

(b) To receive a section 133 grant application from The Imperial Hall with a committee 

recommendation to grant fund £1815.60 (one thousand eight hundred & fifteen pounds 

60pence)  

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Miemczyk and on Committee recommendation to 

grant fund £1815.60 specifically for works to the small hall RESOLVED. 

(c) To receive a section 137 grant application from The Isle Community Choir with a committee 

recommendation to grant fund £150.00 (one hundred and fifty pounds). 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Wilson and on Committee recommendation to 

contribute a grant of £150.00 (one hundred and fifty pounds) to the Isle Community Choir 

RESOLVED. 

 

Cllr Robinson declared a personal interest as Ward member. 

  

19.03.17 Kings Head Croft: 

(a) To receive quotations for repair/replacement of the existing wooden fencing between the car 

park and the playing area. Quotations received from Paul Haywood Garden Services for 

£600.00 for full height fence and £220.00 to repair as existing; from North Lincolnshire 

council for full height fence £3151.00 and from Axholme Landscapes for full height fence at 

£1104.00. 

Proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by Cllr Stewart and RESOLVED to accept the quotation 

from Paul Haywood for £600.00 (six hundred pounds) for the full height replacement fence. 

(b) To receive quotations for the new picnic bench base. Quotations received from Julian Thorpe 

£790.00 for concrete base and fitting charge; from Thomas Knibb for £825.00 for concrete 

base and fitting charge and from James Smith construction for £642.00 fitting charge 

excluded. 

Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell to accept the quotation from Julian Thorpe 

for £790.00 base and fitting charge RESOLVED. 

 

20.03.17 Hanging baskets: to receive quotations for the provision of the hanging baskets (and  

plants for planters) for the 2017 summer season. Quotations were received from George Tune & 

Son for planting 80 hanging baskets and plants for planters £2572.00 and from Silica Lodge for 

hanging baskets and plants for planters £2621.78. A third company had not replied to the letter 

requesting quotations. 

Proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by Cllr Ludbrook and RESOLVED to accept the quotation 

from George Tune & Sons. 

  

21.03.17 To discuss Social Media and Items for facebook and receive the first DRAFT of the  

Social Media policy with “briefing note” for discussion and amendment. After considerable 

discussion it was RESOLVED that the clerk would continue with the current input to facebook. 

Additional items for input “Roadworks” information where relevant and Meetings notifications. 

DRAFT media policy – Agenda item April. 

 

22.03.17 North Lincolnshire Council – Winter Service Review: 6th June 2017 at Normanby  
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Hall: to nominate a council representative. Cllr Pattison to attend, clerk to obtain the time of the 

presentation. 

 

23.03.17 Correspondence: to receive the correspondence list pages 100 to 102  

Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Ludbrook and RESOLVED noted. 

       

24.03.17 Questions to the Chairman: (Items of immediate urgency that must be  

acknowledged before the next meeting and have not been included on the Agenda). 

Cllr Pearce asked if the Chairman was aware of the rumours that Epworth Police Station was 

going to be shut, the Chairman replied that he would obtain further information for the next 

meeting. 

 

25.03.17 To confirm the date and time of the next monthly meeting as Tuesday April 4th 

2017 at 7pm. The Annual Assembly would be held on Tuesday April 18th at 7pm, both at the 

Imperial Hall. 

 

26.03.17 In view of the confidential nature of the business concerning members of staff or  

legal issues about to be transacted, it is advisable and in the public interest that the press and 

public be temporarily excluded and they are asked to withdraw under the terms of the Public 

Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and of Standing Orders. THE COUNCIL MAY 

RESOLVE to exclude members of the press and public for the following agenda item: 

No members of the press or public were present. 

 

(a) To authorise payments of salaries and related payments per the confidential schedule. 

Proposed by Cllr Johnson seconded by Cllr Wilson and RESOLVED that salaries and PAYE 

cheques totalling £1584.94 could be signed. 

 

(b) Situations Vacant: to receive and resolve applications for watering the hanging baskets  

hourly rate and holiday arrangements. The council had received only one reply to the 

advertisement placed for a watering person and based on her previous years’ experience,  Cllr 

Miemczyk proposed seconded by Cllr Truelove to employ Melanie Turner for the watering 

contract summer 2017 at the minimum rate applicable for someone in the 21 to 24 age group. 

Clerk to liaise with the Personnel Committee in the preparation of the Fixed Term Contract. 

RESOLVED. 

 

27.03.17 To record the closure of the meeting at 9.05pm.  

 

cm14.03.17 


