
 

 

Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) 

THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE TOWN MEETING OF EPWORTH 

Minutes of the Annual Assembly of Epworth Town Council held in the Small Room of the 

Imperial Hall, Epworth on Tuesday April 18th 2017 at 7pm. 

 

1. To record the names of those present. Cllr Baker, Chairman of Epworth Town Council 

presiding.  D Pearce, T Mitchell, R Whittaker, V Pattison, N Garner, D Robinson L Jones 

and S Watson. The clerk C Maguire was in attendance. 

       

2. To record apologies for absence, apologies were received from Mrs Miemczyk. 

3. To receive Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday April 13th 2016. Proposed by Cllr 

Baker, seconded by Mr Harm and RESOLVED a true record. Cllr Baker signed the 

minutes. 

4. To discuss matters arising from these minutes. Cllr Baker advised that item 4, re Albion 

Hill had been furthered, ONGO had replied that they had drawn a line under the issue.  

Mrs Whittaker asked about the Youth Centre fence; the Chairman replied that North 

Lincolnshire Council had been written to but had not replied; Ward Councillors had been 

copied in; noted that it was not a planning issue; Proposed by Cllr Whittaker that it be 

made an agenda item for Epworth Town Council to discuss seconded by Cllr Mitchell and 

RESOLVED.  

5. To receive a copy of the Annual Report, figures of attendance and planning report for 

2016. Noted that Cllr Pattison had been incorrectly marked as absent on the attendance 

sheet. RESOLVED reports noted. 

6. To take any questions from residents addressed to the Chairman of the Council. S 

Watson asked about a current planning application (PA/2017/181) for a property on West 

End Road, noting that the Town Council had registered an objection and asking if the new 

Local Development Framework would affect the application and housing proposals, she 

had spoken to planning officers who had been unable to help. Mr Robinson (Ward 

Councillor) added that additional time to respond following the submission of a 

“contaminated land” report. S Watson complained that not all neighbours had been 

informed of the application and were not all aware. The Chairman answered that only 

properties with adjoining boundaries had to be notified and that application notifications 

were often pinned to a lamp post in the vicinity; the matter could be referred to the Ward 

Councillors. Mrs Pattison added that respondees had not been informed about the 

additional information and that submitted comments had been withdrawn. Mr Robinson as 

Ward Councillor answered that concerns had been raised about some responses, 

inappropriate submissions, as a result of which, all non-statutory comments had been 

withdrawn and confirmed that only properties on the boundary of the application will have 

received notification. Only the Environment Health department had been notified of the 

additional information as the relevant statutory consultee.  Cllr Baker asked if the policy 

decision regarding submissions would be taken forward. Mr Robinson answered that it 

was in relation to specific cases, that he had reservations regarding transparency, and that 

all comments should be available. Mr Mitchell proposed to record that residents were 

concerned that all comments should be available, seconded by Mr Harm and 

RESOLVED.                                                                                                                                                      
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Mrs Whittaker asked if Epworth Town Council could discuss issues about Kings Head Croft, 

the boundary with the neighbouring property, and the public use of the land. What were the 

health and safety issues? Historically there was fencing. There was evidence of dens and fires. 

Can the Town Council discuss the issues? The requirement for a boundary barrier or fence to 

separate the area as not the responsibility of the Town Council. Much rubbish, children under 

10 play in the area. The Chairman replied that the issue would be added to the Epworth Town 

Council agenda for discussion. Mr Harm suggested that a grant from the “Fields in Trust” 

could be applied for. Mr Robinson suggested that the contractors working on the adjacent 

could be approached to put up industrial screening. Mrs Pattison noted the quantity of “take-

away” litter in the car park. L Jones asked about the damage to the safety flooring in the 

fenced area, the Chairman replied that the Town Council is aware, the clerk is obtaining 

quotations for repairs and will ask for CCTV evidence in relation to the damage. Mrs 

Whittaker spoke of two dead trees at the Church Lane end of the area, requesting that if they 

are dead they should be removed, and asking for replacements. The Environment Committee 

could consider the issues. Mr Robinson suggested that the North Lincolnshire Council tree 

officer could inspect the trees.  

 

7. To discuss the date of the Annual Assembly 2018. The Chairman suggested that a date in 

the second or third week of April 2018 could be arranged. 

8. To record the closure of the meeting at 7.35pm. 
cm20.04.17 

 

 


