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Council members: 

Cllr Baker (Chairman) Cllr Stewart MBE (Vice Chairman) 

Cllr Harm, Cllr Johnson, Cllr Miemczyk, Cllr Mitchell, Cllr Pattison, 

Cllr Pearce, Cllr Robinson, Cllr Truelove, Cllr Whittaker, Cllr Wilson. 

                 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the small room of the Imperial Hall Epworth on 

Tuesday April 4th 2017 at 7pm.   
 

Public Participation session: Residents are invited to give their views and  

question the Town Council on issues on this agenda or, issues for future consideration.  

(Members of the public are reminded that each presentation should take no more than 

three minutes). 

 

To receive Chris Barwell, Spatial Planning Manager North Lincolnshire Council for a 

presentation on the Local Development Framework. 

Mr. Barwell thanked the Council for the invitation to speak; looking at long term plan-making. 

Public consultation on new Local Plan. Following Government White paper Local Plan required 

to review housing planning, especially housing growth and affordability. Current Development 

Plan documents include the Core Strategy and the Lincolnshire Lakes Area Action Plan.  

New Local Plan Policy Documents to 2036, 19 year plan, consultation stage, Regulation 18 

initial consultation. Views from the whole of the North Lincolnshire Area. Series of public 

events with Epworth as part of the North Lincolnshire area but particular issues important to 

Epworth. Anything missed in previous plan? Re-visit spatial strategy, 82% growth in 

Scunthorpe, 18% growth in the Market Towns, 0% growth in Epworth, option 1. Option2, less 

growth in Scunthorpe more in Market Towns. Option 3, some villages may need greater 

allocations. Option 4, build New Town, sustainable and close to existing infrastructure, location? 

Existing allocation for 754 homes/year, based on proposed growth at the time. Growth now 

expected to be less. Evidence assessment, scenarios from 754 new homes to 552 homes/year.  

Employment opportunities South Humber Bank, Sandtoft, Humberside Airport. 

Retail, currently Scunthorpe primary focus, options on other subjects; health provision, schools, 

social infrastructure such as roads and buses.  Green infrastructure, areas worthy of protection 

under LC14, areas of historic interest/value such as Epworth.  LC11 areas of amenity value, all 

to be reconsidered.  

Call for sites, landowners/developers land in ownership for development opportunities.  

Development limit changes, changed land uses. “Local green space audit”. Consultation until 

April 18th, direct links to consultation on the North Lincolnshire Council web-site.  Plan 

scheduled for adoption April 2019. Statement of Community involvement scheduled. 

 

The following statement was taken as read: 

This Council supports the rights of anyone to record this meeting but advises that anyone 

so recording cannot disrupt the meeting by means of the recording and expresses hope that 

the person (or persons) carrying out the recording have obtained the necessary legal 

advice, for themselves, to ensure they understand the rights of any member of the public 

who may be present who do not wish to be filmed or recorded. 

 

The Chairman advised on the evacuation procedure and the clerk signed the forms. 
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01.04.17To record the Names of Members Present. Cllr Baker presiding. 

Cllrs: Harm, Johnson, Miemczyk, Mitchell, Pattison, Stewart, Truelove, Whittaker and Wilson.  

The clerk C. Maguire was in attendance. 

 

02.04.17Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Pearce and Robinson. 

 

03.04.17 To receive Declarations of Interest by any member of the Council in respect of the 

agenda items listed below. Members declaring interests should identify the agenda item and type 

of interest being declared. (Localism Act 2011 Code of Conduct). 

Cllr Wilson personal and prejudicial interest item 23. 

 

04.04.17 To note dispensations given to any member in respect to items on the agenda  

(Localism Act 2011 and the Code of Conduct). None requested. 

 

05.04.17 To receive the Chairman’s Announcements (for information only).  

Councillors will note that I received Cllr Ludbrooks’ resignation not long after the last meeting. I 

would like to place on record my thanks for her work for the Council. 

Cllr Whittaker and I met with North Lincolnshire Council officer, Mick Johnson intending to 

discuss signage and display material in the Conservation area. Unfortunately, that was not part of 

his brief or experience so we concentrated on “highways” and street advertising e.g.  “A” frames. 

A number of issues were identified but have yet to be addressed. I have asked the clerk to 

arrange a meeting with the appropriate “planning” officer.  

Following last months’ question about the future of Epworth Police Station, the clerk wrote on 

my behalf to the Ward Councillors, MP and  Police Commissioner. Those whose replies we 

received, stated that they had no knowledge of the proposal; the police Commissioner said things 

were always under review but there were no current plans to close Epworth Station.  

My wife and I attended the North Lincolnshire Mayors Civic Dinner on March 23rd, and was 

pleased to see Cllr Truelove also there.    

Finally, I want to thank Committees and in particular, Committee Chairman who have done so 

much work in the background for the meeting. 

 

06.04.17 To receive the Ward Councillor’s Report (for information only). Not present. 

 

07.04.17 To receive the Clerk’s Report (for information only). 
VANL: information circulated re Focus Group meeting; interested councillors to please contact the clerk. 
NLC: Maps have been provided showing areas of grounds maintenance and grass cutting responsibility, 
councillors requiring a copy please contact the clerk. 
Internal Audit: Glovers attended the office for the first internal audit appointment on Tuesday March 
28th, further appointment will be required subject to financial year end. 
Summer holiday sports provision: the clerk has completed and lodged a form with the Epworth Leisure 
Centre for “5” Tuesday sessions in August 1 – 3pm, 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th. 
Chapel of Rest: roof works waiting for roofer to recover from knee operation; plasterer working at 
week-ends to complete work, electrician will complete fitting of sockets once plasterer has finished. 
Purchase Order for amended roof works sent March 14th. 
Fire query re storage: clerk wrote to Mr. Connelly (23rd March) no reply to date. 
Field Reeves: clerk wrote to solicitors 23rd March requesting itemised invoice for any outstanding 
matters re Deed of Easement – no reply to date. 
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KHC replacement fence: Purchase Order delivered to Paul Haywood 14th March. 
WN & CL King: purchase order for additional under-stairs plastering sent March 14th, work will be done 
at week-ends. 
St Andrew’s Church: car park area, e-mail received from Rev. I S Walker explaining matter to be 
discussed by PCC, Epworth TC to be contacted after PCC meeting. 
NLC Winter Services Review June 6th; time confirmed as morning session only, Cllr Pattison confirmed 
attendance. 
Hanging baskets: Purchase Order sent to Tunes of Crowle March 14th; baskets have been delivered; 
plants for containers will be ready at same time as hanging baskets; all volunteers’ individuals and 
groups in place as last year, clerk liaising. 
Additional picnic table KHC: Purchase Order for fitting works sent to JT Building & Joinery March 14th, 
site meeting with Cllr Whittaker to confirm position of bench. 
Workplace pension: all information forwarded to Glover & Co; administration should now be in place 
for new financial year and April salary payments. 
Advertising boards Epworth Conservation Area: the clerk is liaising with NLC for correct officer to meet 
with councillors on this issue, appointment still to be confirmed. 
Grant St Andrew’s Church: Cheque for approved sum £ £35.00 sent March 16th. 
Grant Epworth Imperial Hall: Cheque for approved sum £1815.60 sent March 16th. 
Grant Isle Community Choir: Cheque for approved sum £150.00 sent March 16th. 
Insurance: copy documents received from Jim Gallagher Roofing Repairs; J Wright Joinery; JR Cockin & 
JT Building & Joinery Services Ltd. 
KHC Kissing gate latch: clerk met representative from Pugh Lewis on site on Tuesday March 21st 
replacement part fitted; due to simplicity of fitting, clerk suggests that if part required a second time, 
purchase only and Epworth TC fit. 

RESOLVED clerks report noted. 

 

08.04.17 To resolve Draft Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday March 7th  

2017 copies of which have been previously circulated, for approval and signature. 

Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Miemczyk, RESOLVED a true record and signed by 

the Chairman (1 abstention Cllr not present at previous meeting). 

 

09.04.17 To dispose of any business, if any, remaining from the last meetings. No issues raised. 

 

10.04.17 Co-option to fill casual vacancy: (Representation of the People Act 1985 s21 and  

Local Government Act 1972 s87 (1)): to receive information from interested parties for co-

option as a new member to the council. No applications received. 

 

11.04.17 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the February monthly account statement for  

approval and signature by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell 

RESOLVED a true account and signed by the Chairman 

 

12.04.17 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the budget sheet April/February 2017 for  

approval and signature e by the Chairman and note additional budget heading overspends. 

Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell RESOLVED a true account and signed by 

the Chairman. 

 

13.04.17 Internal Control: To receive information regarding payments on the Financial  
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Statements (such as direct debits and credit payments) approved by the Town Clerk since the 

last meeting of the Town Council, under powers granted by the Local Government Act 1972 

s101 and in accordance with Council Policy. 

103772 ERNLLCA Planning training Cllr Mitchell £102.00 

103773 St Andrew's Church Grant (Ratings Act) re CCTV £35.00 

103774 Epworth Imperial Hall Grant LG Act 1972 sec 133 £1,815.60 

103775 Isle Community Choir Section 137 grant £150.00 

103776 ERNLLCA Planning training Cllr Johnson £102.00 

        

  Receipts     

08.03.17 
North Lincolnshire 
Council Contribution to Turbary Road costs £1,000.00 

27.03.17 Northern Powergrid Wayleave re Turbary Road £11.50 

   Payments     

08.03.17 
North Lincolnshire 
Council Cemetery Rates annual charge £425.06 

08.03.17 
North Lincolnshire 
Council Office rates annual charge small business £0.00 

        

24.03.17 HSBC Bank charges £37.00 

28.02.17 Yorkshire Water Cemetery & Lodge £16.15 

09.03.17 Yorkshire Water Cemetery & Lodge - new charging system £0.28 

26.03.17 O2  Call charges £20.40 

19.03.17 BT Telephone & internet £59.96 

26.12.16 Scottish Power Chapel of rest £50.00 

14.03.17 Scottish Power Notification of monthly charge £1.00 

27.03.17 Scottish Power Current balance -£171.49 
Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Truelove RESOLVED noted and signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

14.04.17 Internal Control: To resolve April cheques for payment as presented on the  

following schedule (Local Government Act 1972 as amended). 

  NEW CHEQUE BOOK     

103881 Epworth Imperial Hall Room hire 7th March £22.50 

103882 Pugh Lewis Attend site replace gate latch £60.00 

103883 The Old Rectory Sec. 137 grant minute reference 20.02.17(b) £750.00 

        

        

        

    Total cheques for payment £832.50 
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Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED cheques for payment as 

presented and signed by the Chairman. 

 

15.04.17 Local Development Framework: to discuss and resolve a response to the Regulation 

18 statement, initial consultation. Options to delegate to Planning Committee or to call an 

extraordinary meeting.  Cllr Mitchell proposed that the Planning Committee respond, seconded 

by Cllr Harm and RESOLVED planning committee to respond on behalf of the Council 

(meeting arranged for Wednesday March 12th).  

 

16.04.17 Standing Orders: to continue discussion and amendment of new standing orders  

Pages 27 to 30 Appendix 2, Committee Terms of Reference. Minor amendments to wording and 

proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED that it was not required to 

record Committee meetings. 

 

17.04.17 Finance Committee: 

(a) To receive and approve committee minutes from a meeting of Monday March 27th 2017. 

 Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell RESOLVED a true record and signed 

by the Chairman. 

(b) To receive and resolve to adopt the pro forma “Annual Governance Statement – 

Assertions” as proposed by the finance Committee. Proposed seconded and RESOLVED 

approved and signed by the Chairman. Note: Risk assessments to become a standing 

agenda item for all committees. 

(c) Annual Return: Section 1 Annual Governance Statement: to resolve to complete and 

sign section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement on the Annual Return. 
1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and 

for the preparation of the accounting statements. 

      Answer Yes. 

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to 

prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. 

      Answer Yes. 

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of actual or 

potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and proper practices that could have a 

significant financial effect on the ability of this smaller authority to conduct its business or on 

its finances. 

      Answer Yes. 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in 

accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations. 

      Answer Yes. 

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this smaller authority and took appropriate 

steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external 

insurance cover where required. 

      Answer Yes. 

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the 

accounting records and control systems. 

      Answer Yes, 

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit. 
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      Answer Yes. 

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, 

occurring either during or after the year end, have a financial impact on this smaller authority 

and, where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements. 

      Answer Yes. 

9. Trust Funds: N/A 

Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED signed by the Chairman 

and the clerk. 

 

18.04.17 Environment Committee: 

(a) To receive and approve committee minutes of a meeting of Monday March 13th 2017. 

Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Truelove, RESOLVED a true record and signed 

by the Chairman.   

(b) To propose the purchase of dog poo high-lighting spray. £4.48 plus VAT per can; bio 

degradable, for use on pavements and verges, Proposed by Cllr Harm seconded by Cllr 

Truelove to try a “test run” bright pink 8 cans. (Add to facebook) RESOLVED. 

(c) To propose the refurbishment of the Foster Barnes benches. Requires some-one to 

refurbish – item for facebook, information to the clerk 

(d) To discuss the Great British Spring Clean. Lack of volunteers, Contact Information for 

Cadets from Cllr Whittaker – clerk to contact. 

 

19.04.17 Personnel Committee: to receive a verbal report on committee discussions: Met  

March 23rd working through policies, recommend that full council adopts policies as presented. 

Proposed DRAFT policies for adoption: 

(a) Data Protection policy. Page layout correction required on page 4, retention guidelines – 

future agenda item, Cllr Miemczyk qualified to offer basic training to clerk and 

councillors in due course, Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Wilson and 

RESOLVED adopted with amendments. 

(b) Vexatious Complainants policy. Committee recommend to full council, Proposed by 

Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Wilson and RESOLVED adopted. 1 against  

(c) Complaints policy including Code of Conduct. Correct date to 2017, appendix Code of 

Conduct, Committee recommend to full council for adoption, Proposed by Cllr Stewart 

seconded by Cllr Pattison and RESOLVED adopted  

Note; Personnel Committee to review Social Media policy. 

 

20.04.17 Isle of Axholme & Hatfield Chase Landscape Partnership and Epworth Heritage  

Forum (including Mowbray Fair): verbal report from Cllr Mitchell. Landscape partnership: 

Impact on Epworth, Vinegarth, strip fields and Greenway. Grant scheme, Heritage Forum 

events Manager Vicki Brooks, proposal for new Village Fair (Mowbray), requirement to 

consult local businesses (by Cllr Mitchell), provisional date 9th June 2018.  The Chairman 

thanked Cllrs Mitchell and Whittaker as representatives of the Council. 

 

21.04.17 Business Rates: to discuss a submission to North Lincolnshire Council on business  

rates and the role of Community Wardens in traffic management. Item deferred to May 

meeting. 
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22.04.17 Community Governance Review: to consider a response. Parish and Town 

councillors – unpaid, 50% of councillors households had not received the consultation document; 

missed opportunity to raise the profile of councillors, unhappy with the format of questionnaire; 

Cllr Johnson proposed fewer councillors (12) seconded by Cllr Truelove – motion defeated. 

Cllr Stewart proposed same number of councillors (15) seconded by Cllr Pattison and 

RESOLVED. Response to include the other points raised. 

 

Having declared a personal and prejudicial interest Cllr Wilson left the meeting. 

 

23.04.17 Epworth Show: to consider taking a stand at the Epworth Show. Requirement for 

volunteers (Cllrs Johnson and Mitchell) item deferred. 

 

Cllr Wilson back to the meeting. 

 

24.04.17 St Andrew’s Church: to nominate councillor attendees to the dedication service for  

the Wesley Information Board. Clerk to send apologies on behalf of the Council. 

 

25.04.17 Lincs Lotto Good Cause Launch Event: to nominate councillor attendees to the  

event. Clerk to send apologies on behalf of the Council.  

 

26.04.17 Workers Memorial Day event: to nominate council attendees to this event. Clerk to  

send apologies on behalf of the Council. 

 

27.04.17 To discuss the proposal from North Lincolnshire Council to provide a key-coded 

bollard outside the HSBC bank to facilitate occasional parking of vehicles (e.g. the fishmonger). 

Item deferred. 

 

28.04.17 To resolve annual SLCC membership for the clerk £139.00. Proposed by Cllr Stewart  

seconded by Cllr Whittaker and RESOLVED. 

 

29.04.17 To nominate Items for facebook. Grants info, summer sports provision, bench 

refurbishment (with photo), Heritage update & request for volunteers, Annual Assembly. 

 

30.04.17 Correspondence: to receive the correspondence list pages 111 to 113 (for information 

only copy attached). Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded and RESOLVED noted. 

 

31.04.17 Questions to the Chairman: (Items of immediate urgency that must be acknowledged  

before the next meeting and have not been included on the Agenda). No issues raised. 

 

32.04.17 To confirm the date and time of the Annual Assembly of the Town Meeting and of  
the next monthly meeting. Annual Assembly Tuesday April 18th, next full council Tuesday 

May 2nd – Annual Meeting of the Council. 

 

33.04.17 In view of the confidential nature of the business concerning members of staff or  

legal issues about to be transacted, it is advisable and in the public interest that the press and 

public be temporarily excluded  and they are asked to withdraw under the terms of the Public 
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Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and of Standing Orders.  THE COUNCIL MAY 

RESOLVE to exclude members of the press and public for the following agenda item: 

(a) To authorise payments of salaries and related payments per the confidential schedule. 

Proposed by Cllr Mitchell, seconded and RESOLVED salary cheques for payment as 

presented and signed by the Chairman. 

(b) To resolve the NALC/SLCC pay rise for 3 staff members of 1%. 1% salary increase for 

three members of staff (NALC & SLCC agreement) recommended by the Finance 

Committee, proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Whittaker and RESOLVED. 

(c) To receive an update on matters dealt with by the Personnel Committee following a 

meeting held on Tuesday March 28th 2017.  

      Pension provision: Epworth TC had been accepted by the East Riding Pension Fund and  

      the information had been passed to Glovers. 

 

Declaring prejudicial interests, Cllrs Stewart, Truelove & Whittaker left the meeting. 

The clerk left the meeting. 

 

Cllr Miemczyk outlined the receipt of a letter from a complainant (which had been addressed to 

all councillors) in reply to two letters from the Personnel Committee dating back to January 17th 

and the proposed response from the Personnel Committee.  

 

34.04.17 To record the closure of the meeting at 9.30pm  

 

cm11.04.17 

 


