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Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held in the small room of the Imperial Hall Epworth on  

Tuesday October 4th 2016 at 7pm.   
 

The clerk signed the fire regulations forms and the fire evacuation procedures were explained to 

the members present. 

  

The Chairman read the following statements: 

Public Participation session: Residents are invited to give their views and question the Town 

Council on issues on this agenda or, issues for future consideration. (Members of the public are 

reminded that each presentation should take no more than three minutes). 

 

This Council supports the rights of anyone to record this meeting but advises that anyone 

so recording cannot disrupt the meeting by means of the recording and expresses hope that 

the person (or persons) carrying out the recording have obtained the necessary legal 

advice, for themselves, to ensure they understand the rights of any member of the public 

who may be present who do not wish to be filmed or recorded. 

 

01.10.16 To record the Names of Members Present. Cllr Baker presiding: 

Cllrs: Eckhardt, Johnson, Miemczyk, Mitchell, Pattison, Pearce, Stewart, Truelove, Whittaker 

and Wilson. 

The clerk Mrs C Maguire and Mr R Jenkins of Epworth Swimming Pool were also present. 

 

02.10.16 Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Harm, Ludbrook and Robinson. 

 

03.10.16 To receive Declarations of Interest by any member of the Council in respect of the  

agenda items listed below. Members declaring interests should identify the agenda item and type 

of interest being declared. (Localism Act 2011 Code of Conduct). 

Cllrs Eckhardt and Stewart personal and prejudicial interest re item 11 Epworth Swimming Pool. 

Cllr Stewart personal interest item 15 cheque 103857 for daffodil bulbs. 

 

04.10.16 To note dispensations given to any member in respect to items on the agenda  

(Localism Act 2011 and the Code of Conduct). Dispensation given to Cllr Stewart to remain and 

speak on item 11, to update the council on his position regarding South Axholme Swimming 

Pool Association and its 20 year history.  

 

05.10.16 To receive the Chairman’s Announcements. The Chairman briefly outlined the  

progression  of the ECHO from a single side of home copied A4 to the professionally produced 

and presented latest editions and thanked Cllr Whittaker, ex councillor Peter Davies and other for 

their hard work. The Chairman had received an invitation to the Crowle & Ealand Civic Service 

which he would not be attending. Noting minor changes to the way the agenda was presented the 

Chairman noted that this could be an agenda item for discussion in the future if councillors 

wished. The Turbary Road item (information submitted with the meeting packs) would be an 

agenda item in November. The Chairman voiced thanks to the watering team of Melanie and Mrs 

Turner for their care of the hanging baskets and confirmed that Epworth had come second in the 

Small Town group of the local Best Kept Village competition which reflected much individual 

work. 
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06.10.16 To receive the Ward Councillor’s Report – not present. 

 

07.10.16 To receive the Clerk’s Report (for information only). 
Pensions Regulator re Pension Scheme – agenda item for next Personnel Committee meeting, Cllr 
Robinson confirmed attendance to advise. 
Closed churchyard: meeting to discuss responsibilities confirmed between councillors and St Andrew’s 
Church personnel on Thursday October 20th at 9am. 
Community Champion Awards: individuals Mrs Oliver, Ian Fields and Epworth Lights Committee 
nominated as requested. 
P Williams NLC meeting with councillors re Field Reeves now organised for Thursday November 3rd at 
11.45 at the Civic Centre Scunthorpe. 
Community Governance Review (reviewing electoral representation for Town Councils in the North 
Lincolnshire Area) agenda item November. 
Epworth Turbary request for additional stone – agenda item November for requested work 
November/December. 
National Minimum Wage: notification that minimum wage for persons 21+ will increase from £6.70 to 
£6.95 with effect from October 1st 2016. Other rates also increased. 
North Lincolnshire Council invoice for £4727.11 (Grounds maintenance and playground inspections) 
received after publication of the agenda; clerk has contacted NLC Finance and advised payment will be 
approved November 1st. 
Church Walk request from M Rose for additional tree works: work should be covered by current NLC 
tree works approval; clerk to confirm and obtain prices – agenda November meeting. 
VAT returns: claim for £835.71 in line with 2015/2016 year- end figures; claim April to August £1424.29 

checked and signed off by Cllrs Mitchell and Wilson’s. 

Proposed seconded and RESOLVED clerk’s report noted. 

 

08.10.16 Co-option to fill casual vacancy: (Representation of the People Act 1985 s21 and  

Local Government Act 1972 s87 (1)): to receive information from interested parties for co-

option as a new member to the council. No applications received. 

 

09.10.16 To resolve Draft Minutes of a Meeting of the Council held on Tuesday September 6th  

2016, copies of which have been previously circulated, for approval and signature. Subject to the 

addition of the words “which would be the last” item 22.09.16 on page 51; the minutes were 

proposed by Cllr Truelove seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED a true record.  The 

Chairman signed the correction and the minutes. 

 

10.10.16 To dispose of any business, if any, remaining from the last meetings. 

Item 29 change of mobile number clerk in process of arranging. Clerk to cross reference with P. 

Davies regarding the new council web-site address and existing council signs. 

 

11.10.16 Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 sec 19 recreational  
facilities: to receive a grant application from Epworth Swimming Pool for £4570.00 (four 

thousand five hundred and seventy pounds) – Mr Rob Jenkins will attend the meeting to answer 

questions on the application. 

Statement by Cllr Stewart: Chairman of Epworth Swimming Pool for 20 years, North 

Lincolnshire Council run all the other swimming pools but the pool in Epworth is privately run at 
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no cost to the local tax-payers. Large financial reserve in case the tiles in the pool have to be 

replaced; this had happened in the early days of the pool luckily, replaced under guarantee.   

Much money has been spent on the facility including grants of £39 thousand from North 

Lincolnshire Council and £100 thousand community grant from local wind-farms. There is now  

an up-to-date heating system. The pool will be competing with a brand new complex planned for 

Crowle. Cllr Stewart has no personal financial interest and is strictly the Chairman of a small 

committee. 

 

Having declared personal and prejudicial interests Cllrs Eckhardt and Stewart left the meeting. 

 

RESOLVED: meeting closed to allow Mr R. Jenkins to speak. 

 

Mr Jenkins confirmed that the Swimming Pool had received three previous grants from Epworth 

Town Council. £500 in December 2011 towards refurbishment of the lockers and cubicles; £250 

in June 2012 towards variable speed drives for the filtration and air handling pumps and £5000 in 

May 2015 towards new UPVC windows and doors. Current work was to replace the interior 

cladding which Mr Jenkins was doing with the Chairman of the Swimming Club, Mr Exton, who 

was being paid labour costs.  Mr Jenkins confirmed he was an employee not a Trustee. Other 

parish councils had not been approached as Epworth Town Council has always been supportive. 

Any shortfall in funding would be covered from other funding sources. Other finances from the 

Swimming Club Gala, sponsored swims and income from customers. 

 

Noted: 7.25pm two members of the public entered the hall. 

 

Accounts for year ending 31st May 2016 were now available for inspection. 

 

The meeting resumed. 

Cllr Whittaker proposed a sum of £3270 (three thousand two hundred and seventy pounds) to 

cover the costs of materials for the cladding project, seconded by Cllr Johnson and 

RESOLVED. 

 

Having ascertained that the members of the public were interested in the agenda item on Albion 

Hill parking the Chairman proposed that agenda item 17 be brought forward, seconded by Cllr 

Stewart and RESOLVED.  

 

12.10.16 (agenda item 17) Parking issues: to receive proposals from North Lincolnshire  

Council Highways (Albion Hill & Queen Street) for consideration.  

Note: Parking of vehicles on pavements a separate issue. 

Albion Hill: New proposals from North Lincolnshire Council Highways for 2 hour limited 

waiting times; proposed by Cllr Wilson seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED to support 

the double yellow lines on Albion Hill and the new 2 hour waiting restriction. 1 abstention. 

Queen Street: New proposals from North Lincolnshire Council Highways to extend the length of 

double yellow lines. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED that 

the council would prefer the enforcement of existing double yellow lines and no parking on the 

pavement rather than additional double yellow lines. 
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13.10.16 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the August monthly account statement for  

approval and signature by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Wilson 

RESOLVED signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 

14.10.16 Internal Control: to receive a copy of the budget sheet April/August 2016 for approval  

and signature by the Chairman. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Wilson and 

RESOLVED signed by the Chairman as a true record noting that due to the need to advertise the 

memorial re-location in the closed churchyard Public Notice advertising is now £180 over 

budget. 

  

15.10.16 Internal Control: To receive information regarding payments on the  
Financial Statements (such as direct debits and credit payments) approved by the Town Clerk 

since the last meeting of the Town Council, under powers granted by the Local Government Act 

1972 s101 and in accordance with Council Policy. 

23.09.16 HSBC Account charges £33.50 

19.09.16 BT Telephone & internet £60.03 

    NOTE: new contract negotiated   

    increased capacity from 10 to 50 gig   

    Monthly tel services from £22.30 to £15.20 -£7.10 

    Monthly internet from £16 to £21 £5.00 

    Net gain £2.10 plus improved internet   

    New router delivered charge waived   

        

01.10.16 NLC  Cemetery Trade Waste £15.60 

01.10.16 NLC  Cemetery Rates - final payment £57.00 
Proposed by Cllr Mitchell seconded by Cllr Wilson and RESOLVED financial information 

noted and signed by the Chairman. 

 

16.10.16  Internal Control: To resolve October cheques for payment as presented on the  

following schedule (Local Government Act 1972 as amended). 

103856 Epworth Imperial Hall Room hire 6th September 2016 £22.50 

103857 D Stewart Mixed daffodil Bulbs £18.00 

103858 PKF Littlejohn Annual External Audit £360.00 

        

    Total cheques  £400.50 
Proposed by Cllr Johnson seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED cheques for payment as 

presented and signed by the Chairman. 

 

17.10.16 Standing Orders 2016: to receive DRAFT new Standing Orders for consideration and 

adoption. Councillors worked through the document from page 1 to page 8 annotating their 
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copies of the document, clerk to amend the working copy for final presentation when the rest of 

the document has been read though and amended. 

  

18.10.16 Annual Audit: to receive a copy of the limited assurance review for the year ended  

31st March 2016. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Pearce and RESOLVED noted that 

no matters were drawn to the attention of the council. 

 

19.10.16 Internal Auditor: to discuss and resolve the employment of an internal auditor for the  

2016/2017 financial year. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED 

that the council would re-appoint Glover & Co as internal Auditors for the 2016/2017 financial 

year.  Clerk to write to Glover & Co. 

 

20.10.16 Electricity Contracts: to receive information on contract prices and resolve what  

action the clerk should take. The clerk had circulated a table of prices obtained from various 

companies. New electricity contracts due November 1st.  Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by 

Cllr Eckhardt and RESOLVED that the council would take out a two year contract with Scottish 

Power through “Black Sheep Utilities”. Clerk to make the arrangements. 1 against. 

 

21.10.16 Cemetery & Kings Head Croft:  

(a) Tree inspection/reports to receive quotations for tree reports and resolve which contractor 

to use. The clerk had circulated information from two contractors, proposed by Cllr 

Whittaker seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED to employ Lincolnshire Tree 

Services to carry out tree surveys of the trees at Kings Head Croft & the Closed Churchyard, 

and at the Cemetery (Burnham  Road). 

(b) Play area inspection report: to receive a copy of the North Lincolnshire Council play area 

inspection report and resolve any remedial actions. Proposed by Cllr Pearce seconded by Cllr 

Mitchell and RESOLVED to note the comments about cracks in the wet-pour. 

      Also discussed major issue with round-a-bout, upgraded product available, clerk to pursue  

      replacement product, proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED.  

(c) To discuss/resolve hedge cutting (requested by the dental practice and North Lincolnshire 

Council grass cutters) around the circumference of Kings Head Croft and the lower area at 

the Cemetery. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Pearce and RESOLVED clerk to 

obtain quotes. 

(d) Fire Expire Rubbish Bin: to discuss the replacement of the damaged bin situated close to 

the new picnic bench. Item deferred to November meeting. 

(e) Play inspection records: to resolve that the Chairman reads and counter signs the play 

inspection record sheets produced weekly by the clerk. Proposed by Cllr Johnson seconded 

by Cllr Stewart and RESOLVED Environment Committee Chairman to check and sign 

weekly reports. 

 

22.10.16 Cemetery Committee:  

(a) To receive approve and sign minutes from a committee meeting of Thursday September 

22nd 2016.  Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Pearce and RESOLVED minutes an 

accurate record. 

(b) To resolve the purchase of a new Cemetery “Register of Graves” record book. The clerk 

advised that the book would cost approximately £160.00 (one hundred and sixty pounds) plus 
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VAT. Proposed by Cllr Johnson seconded by Cllr Miemczyk and RESOLVED clerk to 

arrange purchase of new book.  

(c) To discuss and resolve use of the ECHO for a public consultation on the use and/or potential 

use of the cemetery buildings. Proposed by Cllr Wilson seconded by Cllr Eckhardt and 

RESOLVED to place a public consultation in the ECHO. 

(d) To discuss and resolve the Tesco Bags for Help scheme. Item for future discussion. 

(e) To resolve to adopt the Rules and Regulations for Funeral Directors. Proposed by Cllr 

Truelove seconded by Cllr Wilson and RESOLVED adopted. 

(f) To receive “notes from a meeting with the fire officer” and resolve further actions. Proposal 

from the Chairman seconded by Cllr Stewart and RESOLVED clerk to arrange further visit 

from the fire officer with a written report at a cost if necessary.  

 

23.10.16 Environment Committee: 

(a) To receive approve and sign minutes from a committee meeting of Monday September 19th 

(and September 5th) 2016. Proposed by Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Pattison and 

RESOLVED an accurate record. 

(b) To discuss the proposed sites for additional trees for North Lincolnshire Council Community 

Planting.  Proposal to replace any tree that has to be removed. Query on ownership of 

Tottermire Lane land and responsibility for trees.  Query on NLC officer availability re trees. 

Clerk to find out – agenda future meeting. 

(c) To approve the purchase of a replacement tree on Beltoft Road. Proposed by Cllr Whittaker 

seconded by Cllr Truelove and RESOLVED to purchase an Acer campestre “Queen 

Elizabeth” from Axholme Landscapes who will plant at no additional cost. 

(d) To approve the purchase of plants for the 6 planters. Proposed and RESOLVED that last 

minute price information would be accepted by the council. Proposed by Cllr Stewart 

seconded by Cllr Mitchell and RESOLVED to purchase plants from Silica Lodge garden 

Centre for approximately £164.00 (one hundred and sixty four pounds) plus VAT. 

(e) To propose a letter of thanks to Yvonne Oliver and the hanging basket team. Proposed by 

Cllr Stewart seconded by Cllr Johnson and RESOLVED. 

(f) To discuss the purchase of an additional picnic bench for Kings Head Croft. Proposal from 

Cllr Whittaker as an item in the precept. Proposed by Cllr Johnson seconded by Cllr Mitchell 

and RESOLVED to purchase before the financial year end and seek funding from the 

“Tesco Bags for Help” scheme if possible.  On a recorded vote: in favour Cllrs Baker, 

Eckhardt, Johnson, Miemczyk, Mitchell, Pattison, Pearce, Whittaker and Wilson. Against 

Cllrs Stewart and Truelove. 

 

Note: Cllr Stewart left the meeting with permission at 9.12pm. 

 

24.10.16 ERNLLCA: to resolve voting delegates to the ERNLLCA 2016 Conference on Friday  

18th November 2016. Cllrs Baker and Miemczyk indicated willingness to attend, proposed by 

Cllr Johnson seconded by Cllr Pattison and RESOLVED.   

       

25.10.16 ERNLLCA: to receive information on “Council tax referendum principles”. Proposed 

seconded and RESOLVED noted. 

  
26.10.16 Correspondence: to receive the correspondence list pages 53 & 54 
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(for information only copy attached). Proposed by Cllr Pattison seconded by Cllr Johnson and 

RESOLVED correspondence list noted. 

 

27.10.16 Questions to the Chairman: (Items of immediate urgency that must be  

acknowledged before the next meeting and have not been included on the Agenda). No urgent 

issues were raised. 

 

28.10.16 To confirm the date and time of the next monthly meeting as Tuesday November  

1st 2016 at 7pm. 

 

29.10.16 In view of the confidential nature of the business concerning members of staff or  

legal issues about to be transacted, it is advisable and in the public interest that the press and 

public be temporarily excluded and they are asked to withdraw under the terms of the Public 

Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and of Standing Orders. THE COUNCIL MAY 

RESOLVE to exclude members of the press and public for the following agenda item: 

 

To authorise payments of salaries and related payments per the confidential schedule. 

Councillors were presented with a detailed schedule of employee salaries and PAYE for 

payment, proposed seconded and RESOLVED total September salaries and PAYE for payment 

£1799.34 (one thousand seven hundred and ninety nine pounds 34pence). 

 

30.10.16 To record the closure of the meeting at 9.16pm. 

 

cm25.10.16 
 


